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by the Empress Frederick incident and by the growing
Franco-Russian suspicion that England was adhering to
the Triple Alliance to thwart Russian ambitions in the
Eastern Mediterranean. It was just at this time that the
Triple Alliance was renewed, in spite of the efforts of the
French to detach Italy and the hopes of both French and
Russians that Bismarck's dismissal might cause it to
weaken and lapse. It had not, however, been renewed
without difficulty, owing to Italy's demands for promises
of greater support in the maintenance of the status quo
in North Africa. Austria and Germany had been forced to
yield to some extent to Italy's wishes and even to agree to
exert themselves to secure England's adhesion to this new
stipulation.13
The fact that the Triple Alliance had been renewed was
published to the world by the Italian Premier, Rudini, in a
speech on June 29, 189L At the same time he also took
occasion to refer to Italy's existing agreements with Eng^
land in such a way as to strengthen Franco-Russian sus?
picions that England had in some way joined the Triple
Alliance. Such a quadruple coalition, even though ostensi-
bly aiming merely at the preservation of the status quo,
was most annoying to the Russians who wanted to open the
Dardanelles, and to the French who had not completed the
development of their African colonial empire in the Western
Mediterranean.
A few weeks later the French fleet under Admiral Ger-
vais accepted the Tsar's invitation to visit Kronstadt. In
addition to their suspicions of the Triple Alliance, Alexan-
der III and Giers had been alarmed by the stiff attitude
which the French had adopted in regard to a dispute be-
tween Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox clergy concern-
ing the use of a door in the Church of the Nativity at Beth*
13 Art. IX of the Triple Alliance Treaty of May 6,1891, C/. Pribram,
pp. 66, 208-229; and G.P., VII, 53-106; VIII, 41-72.